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See her, as she sits alone among a fray 
of scurrying students. Pass her, and 
she will ask, in a soft voice, if you have 
change to spare. Ignore her, and she will 
hurt but flash a smile anyway. Listen to 
her, and she will tell you her story. 


Diving for pearls 


United for 
Reproductive 
and Gender 
Equity sought to 
educate students 
about the myths 
behind female 
masturbation. 


By Nicca PANGGAT 
Assistant News Editor 


Up, up, ‘down, down, left, right, 
left, right may B A Start to the perfect 
cheat-filled affair—with yourself. 

At United for Reproductive and 
Gender Equity’s female masturbation 
workshop on Tuesday, students at Cal- 
ifornia State University, Long Beach 
took a\tip from “90s Konami wisdom, 
swapping out game controllers for fin- 
gers, dildos and vibrators as topics of 
conversation. 

The gathering was the first event 
in URGE’s annual Self-Love Week. 
The workshop set out to educate both 
women and men on the common 
practice of masturbation in order to 
make people more comfortable and 
accepting of the idea that everyone 
does it, URGE board member Nathalia 


Diaz said. 

“As a culture, women are not really 
allowed to express themselves sexual- 
ly; Diaz said. “If you do, then there’s 
this double standard that youre a 
whore, youre a slut, and you're not 
supposed to like those things; we 
think that it’s just human nature and 
we should all be allowed to express 
ourselves sexually.” 


bo 


As a culture, women 
are not really allowed 
to express themselves 
sexually. If you do, 
then there’s this double 
standard that you're a 
whore, you're a Slut, and 
you re not supposed to 
ike those things... 


-Nathalia Diaz, 
URGE board member 


The focus of the event was female 
masturbation specifically because of 
the negative stigma that the act holds 
in society today, Diaz said. She attri- 
butes some of this to the fact that male 
self-pleasure is shown so commonly in 
movies, but scenes depicting female 
self-pleasure are considerably scarce. 

Overall, 60 petcent of women aged 


18 to 19, 64.3 percent of women aged 
20-24 and 70 percent of women aged 
25 to 29 admitted to masturbating in 
the year 2010, according to the Center 
for Sexual Health Promotion at Indi- 
ana University. 

“(The stigma with female masturba- 
tion is] that it’s a dirty thing that only 
a certain kind of people do it—espe- 
cially for females,’ sophomore Janine 
McDonell, a Japanese studies major 
at CSULB, said. “I wanted to come to 
this [event] because it was specifically 
about masturbation for females.” 

The masturbation workshop also 


. discussed how to self-love safely with 


the use of condoms, proper lubricant 
and a basic biology lesson that labeled 
the different parts of the vagina. 

“We planned the workshop with 
our club members and [safety with 
toys] was one of the topics that they 
stressed the importance of? soph- 
omore English education major at 
CSULB and URGE board member 
Karina Sarabia said. “We all feel that 
people are very curious about them, 
but because of their stigma they 
don’t want to experiment with them 
or even go out of their way to learn 
about them” 

~ Sarabia- said that the goal was to 
help alleviate some curiosity and an- 
swer questions for those people, and 
show them what to look for so they 
could be safe in experimenting. 

“At least now they know what to 
look for and what to be cautious of? 


see MASTURBATE, page 3 
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Students wrote iStatements about ways to better understand different cultures. 


Celebrating solidarity 


Student organizations 
commemorate the strug- 
gles of Latino and Filipino 
communities. 


By MELITZA BELTRAN 
Contributing Writer 


The struggle, achievement and 
solidarity of the United Farm Work- 
ers became the topic of conversation 
Wednesday afternoon during the 
Unity Rally in the Southwest Ter- 
race outside the University Student 
Union. 

In an effort to establish relationships 
that would fortify the cultural unity on 
campus, The Hermanos Unidos and 


Hermanas Unidas of Long Beach united 
with the Philipino American Coalition 
to revisit UFW history. CSULB’s south- 
west terrace set the stage for speakers 
from both communities. 

“We want the campus, at large, to 
see the unity of our cultures from back 
then up until now,’ William Cruz, Her- 
manos Unidos member and a junior 
international business major, said. 

There are 11,925 Latino and Latina 


" students at CSULB and 7, 393 Pacific Is- 


lander students. Combined they are 61 
percent of the student body. 

Hermanos Unidos and Unidas 
intend to bring the event back next 
year, where hopefully more aware- 
ness is raised, Hermanas Unidas peer 
advisor Ana Martinez said. 
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CSULB 


to host 


3rd annual 
Psych Day 


University President 
Jane Close Conoley’s 
husband will speak 
about positive 
emotions. 


By MICHELLE VAZQUEZ 
Contributing Writer 


President Jane Close Conoley’s 
husband, Dr. Collie Conoley, will 
speak on the effect of positive emo- 
tions at California State University, 
Long Beach’s Psych Day Thursday. 

The Psychology Student Asso- 
ciation and Psi Chi Honor Society 
of California State University, Long 
Beach will host the 43rd annual, 
Psych Day event from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

Dr. Conoley is a professor of coun- 
seling, clinical and school psychology 
at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara. His speech, “Goal Focused 
Positive Psychotherapy: Combining 

. Positive Psychology and Psychothera- 
py,” will stress how positive emotions 
affect us. 

“Tt is nice to bring in speakers like 
me from other campuses because it 
brings in new ideas and gets people 
talking about other perspectives,” 
Conoley said. ~ 

The talk will discuss a new psycho- 
therapy theory, GFPP, which binds 
positive emotions and_ strengths, 
Conoley said. The theory combines 
positive psychology with traditional 
psychotherapies to create a model 
that will help an individual in their 
current and future goals. 

“When people have positive emo- 
tions, they only last for a brief mo- 
ment,” Conoley said. “They cause 
people to feel more likely to engage 
in their environment or be more cre- 
ative.” 

Rosita Shouse, a senior psychology 
major and president of Psi Chi Honor 
Society, said all students could benefit 
from a talk like Conoley’s. 

“Psychology of happiness can re- 
ally touch a lot of people on a personal 
level,” Shouse said. 

Conoley said that events like these 
are good for universities as it allows 

* for something different to be present- 
ed to the community. 

Shouse said the event is based on 
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giving students information and 
tools that can prepare them for grad- 
uate studies. 

“We're just really trying to gear 
our students in the psychology de- 
partment to be as well reared as pos- 
sible after they graduate,” Shouse 
said. 

At the fair, students will be able 
to show their knowledge in a re- 
search competition. The 62 par- 
ticipants will be judged by faculty 
members on originality and other 

factors. It will also give other students 
interested in research to learn about 
current projects being worked on. 
Careers in psychology show a pro- 
jected growth of about 12 percent in 


Careers in 
psychology show a 
projected growth 

of about 12 percent 
in the next seven 
years, according to 
the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 


the next seven years, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
states on its online page that candi- 
dates with a specialist or doctoral 
degree will have the best job oppor- 
tunities. There is a rise in demand for 
psychologist with specific knowledge 
is those entering the industrial-or- 
ganization field because they would 
have a broad background in training 
in quantitative research methods and 
computer science. 

Dr. Martin E. P. Seligman, Direc- 
tor of the Penn Positive Psychol- 
ogy Center and the late Dr. Mihaly 
Csikszentmihalyi, a psychology and 
management professor at Claremont 
Graduate University, said that posi- 
tive psychology was a new movement 
in 2000. 

Seligman and Csikszentmihalyi 
stated in “Positive Psychology: An In- 
troduction” that positive psychology 
was necessary because of the focus 
psychology had on negative aspects 
of life. 
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ASI Senate contin- 
ued its work in sup- 
port of a preferred 
name policy. 


By Minpy LOCKHART 
Contributing Writer 


After a second reading, the Associ- 
ated Students Inc. Senate approved a 
bylaw amendment on Wednesday to 
become more inclusive in cabinet titles. 

The amendment introduced. last 
week proposes that the titles of the Sec- 
retary of Women’s Affairs and Secretary 
for LGBTIQ Affairs to become Secretary 
of Women’s and Gender Equity Affairs 
and Secretary for LGBTIQ+ Affairs. 

“We are opening up the gender spec- 
trum,” Chief of Staff Jennifer “Jay” Jen- 
kins said. 

The amendment states that ASI cre- 
ated its cabinet “in order to represent 
underrepresented populations like LG- 
BTIQ Affairs and Women’s Affairs.” 

Jenkins added, “LGBTIQ is actually 
not a representation of the whole spec- 
trum, so we are adding a plus to the 
end.” 

AST is also following the lead of the 
Women’s Resource Center, which re- 
cently changed its title to Women’s 

Gender and Equity Center in order to 
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ASI gives EBGH a plus 


become more inclusive. 

ASI introduced the “Think About 

It” campaign in fall 2014 to challenge 
students to refrain from using exclu- 
sive and discriminatory language to- 
ward others. The resolution passed 
in order to continue inclusivity on 
campus. 

“The LGBTIQ+ incorporates every- 
one, and it is good to include different 
people,” Heather Tong, senior human 
development, said. “It is good to be 
more inclusive because there is a wide 
range of identity that community has. 

“Tf that is something that is needed to 
fully represent [the LGBTIQ+] organi- 
zation, then absolutely,” Smeeta Maha- 
raj, ajunior business major said. 

The ASI senate continued its work 
Wednesday on a resolution in support 
of a preferred-name policy for transgen- 
der students. : 

CSULB only offers the legal name of 
a student to be indicated on class rosters, 
Beach Board and ID cards. 

“This resolution will be available for 
all students so any student can be able 
to change their name,” ASI Sen. James 
Allen said. “It wouldn't be just for trans- 
gender students.” 

According to the resolution, The 
Office of Equity and Diversity is de- 
veloping a system that would “ensure 
that transgender students’ preferred 
first name will show up on class ros- 
ters, BeachBoard and ID cards.” 
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Handing 


Out smiles 


A Feed the Children Volun- 
teer has been spreading joy 
on campus for 18 years. 


By KEVIN FLORES 
Video Producer 


The Smile Lady takes the Metro 
bus 33 near her home in Culver 
City at noon. Then she catches the 
Metro Expo Line and transfers onto 
the Metro Blue Line at the Pico sta- 
tion. She steps off the train at Fifth 
Street and walks onto Long Beach 
Transit bus 92, which takes her to 
her final destination: California 
State University, Long Beach. 

It’s a three-hour trip one-way. 
She doesn’t own a car, She fell 
asleep once while driving and 
crashed it. 

She makes the trip out to CSULB 
three or four times a month; it’s 
just one of the many schools she 


visits regularly. Sometimes-*she » 


stands outside of grocery stores, 
too. 

Though students call her The 
Smile Lady, her real name is Grace 
Cabral. She’s a self-described wom- 
an of God. She’s a woman with a 
smile that tries to break free even 
while her lips are still speaking. 

To her, the three-hour trip is 
nothing, a small pilgrimage of love. 
Eighteen years ago, her friends’ 
house burned, down. They were a 
family of six. They lost everything. 

When Feed the Children, a non- 
profit,. helped them get back on 
their feet, the Smile Lady knew 
what she had to do. This inspired 
Grace to volunteer for the charity. 
She hasn’t stopped since, rain or 
shine. 

Maybe she’ll retire in a year or 
two, she says. She admits she’s been 
slowing down in her age, used to do 
this almost five days a week.back 
when she was young. 

She gets to CSULB around 3 p.m. 
and sets up in her usual spot, the 
breezeway adjacent to the Liberal 


Arts 4 Building. She used to stand, 
but started sitting after she broke 
her leg nine years ago. 

She’s never pushy when asking 
for donations. She knows many 
students are hard up for cash. She 
doesn’t want to pressure anyone, 
she understands. Every penny 
helps, she tells them. 

“Bait,” she jokingly calls the ‘I 
<3 Your Smile’ stickers she hands 
out. She pays for them out of her 
own pocket, but she doesn’t mind. 
She says they help brighten a bad 
day. 

Sometimes students will pull 
their phone up to their ear and 
pretend to be getting a phone call 
as they approach her. As soon as 
they pass by, she sees them put the 
phone away. 

Other times, she says, students 
will snatch a sticker from her 
hand, run away, and snicker about 
it with a friend, never looking 
back. 

It makes her heart sink. She 
can’t help it. When she first start- 
ed, she had to keep from crying af- 
ter every rebuff. She’s learned not 
to take it so personally. She just 
wants to do good. She just wants 
to help families like her friends’. 


She said for the most part: 


though, CSULB students are kind, 
more generous than at the Univer- 
sity of California, Los Angeles, she 
says with a smirk. That’s why she 
keeps coming back. Students who 
have come to recognize her wave 
every so often. 

When 6 p.m. rolls around, she 
starts packing up, ready to face 
the three hours of transit that lie 
between her and her home, smile 
intact. 
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MASTURBATION 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Sarabia said. 

Sarabia said that most of the at- 
tendees of the masturbation work- 
shop were actually walk-ins rather 
than club members, and people just 
generally curious about the practices 
and stigma behind female masturba- 
tion. 


“I hope people are able to feel 
better about themselves and be okay 
with masturbating,” Natalia said. “[I 
hope they can begin] accepting ev- 
ery part of themselves that surrounds 
sexual pleasure.” 
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Show Us Your Selfie 
Scavenger Hunt! 


Take a Selfie with the 
current exhibit at 
CSULB Art Museum! 


Come show us and we'll give you a prize! 


2139 Bellflower Blvd, Long Beach CA 90815 
562-494-1442 www.thevapedepot.com 
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Disney star Sabrina 
Carpenter’s debut 
album, “Eyes Wide 
Open,” is better not 
seen and unheard. 


By Mapison D’ORNELLAS 
Assistant News Editor 


We almost have to commend Sabrina 
Carpenter for trying. Almost. 

The 15 year-old Disney Channel star’s 
Tuesday release, “Eyes Wide Open,” is a 
poor excuse for a pop album. 

“Eyes Wide Open” reminisces of early 
Taylor Swift and backburner Colbie Cail- 
lat. Its hopeful tone throughout becomes 
annoying and the songs are clearly prod- 
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‘Eyes Wide Open, but cover your ears 


ucts of someone else’s hands. 

The debut album sounds like Hol- 
lywood Records masterminds Brian 
Malouf, (Michael Jackson, Madonna) 
and Matt Squire (Ariana Grande, Good 
Charlotte, Kesha) slipped blonde hair, 
blue-eyed Carpenter onto the album sole- 
ly to generate young fans. Not even fans 
of her television show “Girl Meets World” 
will listen to this album. 

The 12-track compilation is rooted by 
light drums, poppy guitars and unorigi- 
nal vocals. We’ve heard Carpenter do 
better. 

Her cover of Adele’s “Set Fire to the 
Rain” has rung in more than 5 million 
views on YouTube due to its precious 
charm and well-sung melody. If Car- 
penter went the route of soul instead of 
already-done pop on “Eyes Wide Open,” 
the record might've held more fire. 

But instead, listeners are given an 


== DIVERSIONS 


already-been-chewed, spat out actress- 
turned-popstar gag. 

In the title track, Carpenter sings 
about keeping her eyes open and that 
she’s about to “make her way.” At least 
she acknowledges in the song that she 
has no clue what she is doing with lyrics 
like “This dream burns inside of me/And 
I can't just let it go/There’s still so much 
that I don’t know.” 

Leading fan-favorite “We'll Be the 
Stars” is the sing-along takeaway, and was 
released in February. Its catchy hooks, 
short verses and fun premise set an an- 
them for mall-bound teenyboppers ev- 
erywhere in the backseat of their mom’s 
car. 

“Two Young Hearts” adds to the track 
list of monotonous pop numbers, preach- 
ing the excitement of young love. Besides 


. the cute lyric and beat-driven melody, the 


tune drowns ears with drawn out, useless 


‘The Longest Ride’ raises the whitest flag 


notes. 

“Seamless” is the skip-over track that 
listeners need to hear. It’s the closest thing 
to her Etta James, Sam Smith and Adele 
covers that sheds a light on Carpenter's 
ability to take a risk. Having been one of 
the few songs that Carpenter assisted in 
writing, “Seamless” should 

spark the young singer’s interest in 
taking the ballad trail if her people allow 
her to do a second album. 

“Eyes Wide Open” concludes with 
the ironic “White Flag,” whose title in- 
dicates surrender, yet the song is about 
hope. “Drown my dreams in a coffee 
cup” Carpenter croons. “Palms out, wan- 
na beg for luck/But I’m too proud, never 
giving up.” 

‘At least listeners will know after taking 
a peak at “Eyes Wide Open” that Carpen- 
ter is still figuring out where she belongs in 
the music world, but that doesn’t excuse 


KI ok ok 


“Byes Wide Open” _ 
Hollywood 
April 14 


this. useless array of sound-the-same pop 
songs. It’s just another album to forget. 

For music’s sake, Carpenter should 
stick to Disney. 


The novel-based 
romance does not 
stand out asa 
worthwhile watch. 


By BRANDEN RAULSTEN 
Contributing Writer 


With snot flinging from his nos- 
trils and his eyes burning red, the bull 
throws his opponent from his back 
before landing a gruesome head-butt, 
leaving his adversary in a‘coma. 

If this doesn’t sound like a scene 
from a magnificent love story; that’s 


because it’s not. It’s a scene from a 
sub-par romance called “The Longest 
Ride,” directed by George Tillman Jr., 
the latest Nicholas Sparks (“The Note- 
book,” “Dear John”) novel turned Hol- 
lywood tear-jerker. 

City girls love country boys, and 
leading lady Sophia Danko (Britt Rob- 
ertson) is no exception. Right off the 
bat, she notices bull rider Luke Collins’ 
(Scott Eastwood) North Carolina man- 
ners, leading to a lakeside dinner date. 

Flowers in hand, Collins has no 
trouble gaining Danko’s affection, but 
she soon reveals her plans to intern at an 
art gallery in New York just two months 
away. On the awkward car ride back, the 
unofficial couple save an old man and 
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his box of dated, romantic letters from a 
fiery car crash, which marks the begin- 
ning of two parallel love stories. 

‘The parallel story unravels through 
flashbacks. It takes place during and 
aftér WWII, not only boasting better 
acting, ‘stronger characters and more 
emotional response, but also rescues 
whatever it can from the overall film. 

The flashbacks are puzzling at first 
as they initially lean on the lengthy 
side. Considering the secondary story 
is superior, the deep dive into its nar- 
rative at the start will leave viewers 
wishing they didn’t have to return to 

_ Collins and Danko’s under-performed 
characters. - : 

Collins is exceedingly stereotyped. 


“ee tetera: sana mca neraaene Se 


His country side is blatantly asserted 
as he insists on buying the drinks, lives 
in the loft of a barn.and inserts gentle- 
manly lines like “call me old-school” 
to make sure viewers know he is the 
much-sought-after cowboy of their 
Luke Bryan-induced dreams. 

It's clear that Eastwood’s dreamy 
eyes and strong jaw got him the job 
rather than his unconvincing and 
emotionally dry acting. 

Robertson as Danko, though not 
the stereotypical urban lass, also fails 
to bring her character to life. Un- 
fortunately for Robertson, Chaplin’s 
performance as Ruth makes Danko 
forgettabler=.. oe 

If a love story sinks or swims by the 
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quality of its conclusion, then this one 
hits the ocean floor like a cinderblock- 
rigged mafia snitch. A stroke of luck so 
out of left field solves the lover’s woes, 
making it painful to watch Collins 
and Danko gallop off into the sunset. 
Wow...creative. 

Viewers who enjoy a couple of tears, 
fantasizing about love brought to you 
by Boot Barn and Hollywood eye-can- 
dy will likely leave theaters indifferent 
about the money they spent. 

Those looking for a fresh love story 
with remotely original concepts, true 
emotion or—God forbid—a believable 
ending would be better off spending 
their 128 minutes and hard-earned 
cash elsewhere. 
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Abolish child sex-trafficking in Long Beach 


MEGAN GILBREATH 
Design Director 


Imagine watching a young girl se- 
ductively strutting the streets of down- 
town Long Beach. Her ruby red stilettos 
are half size too big, making her sway 
and wobble with.every step. She finger- 
waves and smirks at the men driving by. 
A man in the shadows watches the girl. 
He approaches her. The pair evidently 
know each other, but he is clearly not 
her father. They get in a heated argu- 
ment. You feel you should intervene but 
talk yourself out of it; it’s not your place. 
You send wishes and prayers that the 
girl will be okay. 

In 2014, the state of California 
reported almost a thousand cases 
of sex trafficking, according to the 
National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center. Approximately 65 percent of 
these cases started with a stranger’s 
phone call reporting suspicious illegal 
sexual activity. These strangers didn’t 
just wish that the exploited girls would 
be okay -- they did something, or said 
something. They did not just look 
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away. 

“This isn’t just a criminal issue, it’s 
a cultural issue;” said Guido Hajenius, 
Los Angeles regional hub coordinator 
for iEmpathize, a leading company 
fighting to eradicate child sex traffick- 
ing. “Because this is a cultural problem, 
there needs to be a cultural solution, 
and it involves everyone to see it as their 
responsibility. You have a role.” 

Sex trafficking is often thought of as a 
third-world problem, but exploitation is in 
our backyard. There are roughly one mil- 
lion sexually exploited victims in Ameri- 
ca, including 300,000 minors, according 
to Sowers Education Group, a collection 
of people who give presentations all over 
California about sex trafficking. 

Human trafficking is the second 
largest criminal enterprise, behind 
drugs, and the fastest growing, accord- 
ing to the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime. 

An extensive international border, 
major harbors and airports and an ac- 
celerating population create a powerful 
market for sexual business here in 
California. According to the California 
Alliance to Combat Trafficking and 
Slavery Task Force, the state is a top 


destination for human traffickers. 

So how do children living in Long 
Beach, Los Angeles and other major 
California cities become victims? 
Typically traffickers, or pimps, target 
vulnerable youth and lure them into 
sex trafficking by using physical and 
psychological manipulation, often 
resorting to violence, according to 
the National Center,for Missing and 
Exploited Children. 

Children within the child welfare 
system are particularly vulnerable 
to traffickers, who target and take 
advantage of the emotional and physi- 
cal needs of the children. In 2012, one 
in every six runaways were likely to 
become sex trafficking victims, and 68 
percent of those runaways were in the 
care of social services or foster care at 
the time, according to the NCMEC. 

The most common method used 
to recruit victims is through “Romeo 
pimping,” where a pimp uses psycho- 
logical manipulation as the primary 
means of control, according to iEmpa- 
thize. The pimps come into the lives of 
the vulnerable children through social 
media and in-person places like school 
and the mall. Exploiters get to knowa 
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youth’s vulnerabilities in order to be- 
come the person that the child desires 
to have in their life. Once the pimp 
gains the victim’s trust, the exploita- 
tion begins. 


The U.S. government 
eradicated traditional 
slavery 150 years 
ago, yet it still exists 
in the form of 
modern-day 
sex-trafficking. 


Another way children become victims 
of sexual exploitation is through a family 
‘member pushing the child to financially 
support the family through sex work, 
usually to feed an addiction or to repay a 
debt, according to iEmpathize. 

So how do we save the victims? Em- 
pathy. Significant human rights viola- 
tions thrive in environments where 
apathy, and even sympathy, prevail. 
When a society adopts empathy and 
actively responds, issues like human 
trafficking can be eradicated. 

“Empathy is a solution to exploita- 
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tion, specifically on a cultural level,” 
Hajenius said. “The more people who 
become empathetic, the more people 
will engage and want to help. We try 
to shift culture from sympathy, having 
heart, to empathy, working towards an 
active solution.” 

Make sex trafficking prevention 
a part of your everyday life: Talk to 
youth and make them aware of the 
dangers of sex trafficking and chal- 
lenge myths and misconceptions that 
glamorize commercial sex. Talk about 
online safety and make them aware of 
a pimp’s recruitment process. Volun- 
teer your time and become a mentor at 
a youth service organization. Or host a 
home event or film screening to spread 
knowledge. 

More proactively, if you see 
something, say something. With any 
suspicion of sex trafficking, call the 
National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center’s 24/7 hotline: 1-888-373-7888. 
The operator will help you assess what 
you are seeing.and will enter the in- 
formation into a database used by the 
FBI. You can choose to make your call 
anonymous. 

“The more we shift the mindset 
from a sympathetic culture to an em- 
pathetic culture, the better we are able 
to combat this issue of modern day 
slavery,” Hajenius said. 
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Hillary Clinton’s announcement on 
Sunday solidifying her decision to run 
for president in 2016 was eye opening, 
but not surprising. 

Her pre-campaigning trail during 
the past couple of years foreshadowed 
her announcement via YouTube, Face- 
book and Twitter. 

Clinton has put herself in the spot- 
light to initiate change; her campaign 
will put a large, significant crack in the 
glass ceiling, but even though she is the 
only woman running so far, she prob- 
ably won’t win the race for presidency. 

Young, uninformed voters will prob- 
ably vote for Clinton only because she is 
a woman and, along with current Presi- 
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GUTS, BUT NO GLORY 


dent Barack Obama, a face for continu- 
ing reform and social rights shifts in 
U.S. politics. 

But the fact that she is a woman 
might also raise some concerns among 
voters. Some voters feel that female 
stereotypes will hinder her abilities as 
president. : 

“Isee her making irrational decisions 
based on emotions,” senior healthcare 
administration major Kimberly De La 
Cruz said. “It’s just woman nature; I feel 
like women get into their feelings when 
it comes to decision making.” 

Furthermore, Clinton’s choice to 
stay married with her husband, former 
president Bill Clinton, who allegedly 
cheated on the first lady with a White 
House employee, has cast a dark cloud 
among voters. 

Anti-Hillary feminist groups are 
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bound to spring up throughout the 
election season. The fact that Hillary 
Clinton stayed with Bill Clinton may 
look like she condones misogyny, and 
she may appear weak as a result. 


Hillary Clinton will 
be a figurehead for 
change but won't 
likely win the title of 
Madame President. 


Although it is still early in the cam- 
paign race, Clinton has failed to share 


-her political agenda with potential vot- 
ers. Her website is clean and easy to ~ 


read, but lacks information on what 
policies and goals she is running be- 
hind. © 
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“She may talk about broad issues on 
her road tour to meet voters, but she 
hasn’t said much to a national audi- 
ence other than her campaign video 
— which talked about the need to stand 
up for ‘everyday Americans,” David 
Nather wrote in an article for Politico. 

“[It is] an indication that she'll likely 
give more of a nod to Elizabeth War- 
ren-style populism than she has in the 
past.” 

Most Americans don’t know Clin- 
ton’s story. This fact makes her current 
road trip across the U.S. to “start to 
build a nation-wide grassroots organi- 
zation” and to “[engage] directly with 


voters” feel like an eager attempt to fa- _ 


miliarize herself to voters. Clinton is a 
household name thanks to Bill Clinton. 

But Americans will not be voting for 
both Clintons in 2016 — they'll just get 
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Hillary. And other than serving as the 
First Lady alongside her husband, serv- 
ing eight years in the Senate and four 
years leading the State Department, we 
don’t know who she is. 

Historically, Americans vote for 
someone who is appealing, someone 
whom they would want to hang out 
with. 

“Democrats close to Clinton have 
started to call her the most unknown 
famous person in the world,” accord- 
ing to CNN online Sunday. “Their ar- 
gument is that people know of Clinton 
-- she has near 100 [percent] name rec- 
ognition in most polls -- but they don’t 
know her story.” 

It will be interesting to watch what 
Clinton will do to try and counter all of 
the negatives, but it won't be enough to 
win. 
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SOFTBALL 


SPORTS — 
49ers GEAR UP FOR TITANIC RIVALRY 
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Long Beach State faces rivals, Fullerton Titans, on Saturday. 


Joun Fajarpo | LBSU ATHLETICS 
Big West fourth seed Long Beach State will host a series against second seed California 
State University, Fullerton on Saturday in the 49er Softball Complex. Last season, the 


Titans defeated the Beach twice in the three game series. 


BASEBALL 


Conference matchups 


getting murky 


The Dirtbags can get back on the winning track 
with a three-game home stand. 


By Eppie RIVERA 
Staff Writer 


With the toughest part of its 
season in the rearview mirror, the 
Long Beach State baseball team 
will welcome the hapless UC Riv- 
erside for a-three-game weekend 
series starting Friday night at 
Blair Field. 

The Dirtbags (19-13, 4-3) are 
coming off a losing five-game 


road trip, but they managed to 


collect some accolades along the 
way. The Dirtbags picked up their 
third ‘straight Big West Pitcher 
of the Week honor after fresh- 
man right-hander Chris Mathew- 
son’s eight-inning shutout perfor- - 
mance on April 12 at Irvine. 

Three LBSU starters have 
earned the weekly award includ- 
ing senior righty Kyle Friedrichs 
and junior righty Tanner Brown. 
Brown said it creates a competi- 
tive atmosphere among the start- 
ers. 

“I wouldn’t say I want to go and 
beat them,” Brown said. “They 
motivate me, and when they put 
out a good game I have to match 
them.” : 

The Dirtbags’ rotation ranks in 
the top 15 in several pitching cat- 
egories including ERA, strikeouts 
per nine innings, hits allowed per 
nine innings and walks/hits per 
innings pitched. 

Meanwhile, LBSU’s offense has 
accumulated the fewest walks and 
possess the worst batting average 
and on base percentage. There 
were some positive things to take 


away from this past weekend, 
however. Freshman designated 
hitter Brock Lundquist made 
Dirtbag history by doubling four 
times in one game on Saturday. 

Shortstop Garrett Hampson 
continues to produce at the plate 
and put together his third con- 
secutive 'two-hit game. He also 
is fourth in the Big West in sto- 
len bases with 11 on the season. 
Hampson said the team is putting 
together better at-bats recently. 

“We're starting to figure out 
[how] to score and- manufacture 
runs,” Hampson said. 

The Highlanders (10-24, 0-6) 
are in the midst of an 11-game los- 
ing streak under first-year head 
coach Troy Percival. The Dirtbags 
should be able to take advantage 
of a pitching staff that ranks last 
in the Big West with a 5.22 ERA. 
Offensively the Highlanders are 
not faring much better so far. 

CSUN is fifth in the Big West in 
batting average and second to last 
in on base percentage. Two of the 
few bright spots have been fresh- 
man outfielder Austin Colvin and 
sophomore Vince Fernandez. 

Colvin leads the Matadors in 
batting average and Fernandez 
in base hits, including five home 
runs. Despite the losing streak, 
Dirtbags head coach Troy Buck- 
ley said the Dirtbags will not take 
their opponent lightly. 

“We are at the halfway point,” 
Buckley said. “You have to take 
what’s in front of you and not lose 
sight of the big picture.” 

The first pitch is set for 6 p.m. 
at Blair Field. 


By JosH Barajas 
Staff Writer 


The two winningest softball 
programs in the Big West re- 
new their rivalry in a promising 
three-game series this weekend 
at the 49er Softball Complex. 

Long Beach State (18-22, 5-4) 
takes on Cal State Fullerton (27- 
17, 5-4) on Saturday at 1 p.m. 
and again on Wednesday for a 
chance to take sole possession of 
second place in conference. 

Freshman infielder LT Torres, 
who will participate in her first 
series against the Titans, said 
she’s heard about the intensity 
of the rivalry. 

“We just want to go out there 
and give it our all,” Torres said. 
“We don’t want to lose.” 

_ LBSU has a bit of confidence 
and momentum after taking two 
_ out of three games to win its se- 
ries against Hawaii. Head coach 
Kim Sowder called the trip’ to 
Honolulu a success and praised 
her hitters and pitchers for com- 
ing through in clutch situations. 

“Our pitchers did a nice job,” 
Sowder said. “Christina [Cl- 
ermont] is pitching real well, 
we just did what it takes to win 
games.* We had really good 


pitching when we needed it, and 
we had key hits when we needed 
them.” 

Clermont continued her ex- 
cellent season against Hawaii. 
The right-hander pitched two 
complete games and totaled 24 
strikeouts over the weekend, in- 
cluding a 15 punch-out effort on 
Sunday that tied Brooke Turn- 
er’s school record for most in a 
seven-inning game. 

“She’s getting stronger and 
stronger as we go,” Sowder said. 
“She’s learning to close games 
out better. She’s in really good 
shape. She’s healthy. She’s just 
been very efficient going right 
after hitters.-She’s giving our 
team a lot of confidence right 
now.” 

The sophomore’s _ perfor- 
mances over the weekend 
earned her the Big West Pitcher 
of the Week award for the third 
time this season. She enters the 
series against Fullerton’s heavy- 
hitting lineup with a 2.38 earned 
run average and 147 strikeouts 
in 129.2 innings pitched. ; 

LBSU’s next rivals share a 
similar record to Hawaii’s, but 
the Titans endured a tougher 
schedule that included wins 
against ranked opponents Notre 
Dame and Auburn. 

Senior outfielder Leilani Tu- 


pua-Tautalatasi has three years 
of experience when it comes to 
playing the Titans, but she sums 
up the rivalry as just another se- 
ries. 

“[The Fullerton series] is not 
something I’m afraid of,” Tupua- 
Tautalatasi said. “And I don’t 
think anyone else [on LBSU] is 
after we took [the series] in Ha- 


“waii.” 


The Titans are near the top of 
almost every offensive category 
in the Big West. They lead the 
conference in runs -batted in 
(308), walks (137) and on-base- 
percentage (.396), and rank 
second in hits (367), runs (229), 
doubles (55), triples (9) and team 
batting average (.311). 3 

Fullerton boasts a formidable 
lineup of talented hitters, three 
of whom are hitting over .400. 
Junior infielder Missy Taukeia- 
ho, the reigning Big West Player 
of the Year, is hitting .404 and 
leads the Titans with 11 home 
runs and 37 RBIs. 

Torres said she is confident 
the 49ers can slow down the Ful- 
lerton slugger. 

“IT think we can stop [Taukei- 
aho],” Torres said. “Our pitching 
is good right now and I think we 
have a lot of momentum going 
into this weekend. I think we'll 
be fine.” 


~ MEN’s VOLLEYBALL 


Final tune- 
up before 
playoffs 


The 49ers take on 
Northridge in the final 
match of the regular 
season before heading into 
the post season. 


By Kaycre CONTATORE 
Staff Writer 


In its last match before heading the 
start of the postseason, the Long Beach 
State men’s volleyball team will honor 
its seniors when the 49ers host Cal 
State Northridge Saturday night inside 
the Walter Pyramid. 

Before the match on Saturday, LBSU 
will honor the three graduating se- 
niors on the team this year: libero Ryan 
Windisch, outside hitter and middle 
blocker Chris van Vurren and middle 
blocker Tyler Kulakowski. 

Van Vurren said it has been an hon- 
or to.play inside the Pyramid and he 
has enjoyed being able to mentor the 
younger guys coming to play at LBSU. 

“It’s definitely a bittersweet feeling,” 
van Vurren said. “We’ve all been here 
day in and day out. It’s one last hoorah 
in the Pyramid.” 

The 49ers (14-12, 10-11 Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation) swept the 
Matadors (10-17, 7-14 MPSF) on Feb- 
ruary 13 with Windisch registering a 
career high 18 digs. 

LBSU guaranteed itself a spot in the 
MPSF playoffs during their bye-week 
when Stanford, UCLA and CSUN all 
lost their matches. 

“We're fortunate enough to lock up 
a playoff spot already,” junior middle 
blocker Taylor Gregory said. “We’ve 
been trying to slow it down, work on 
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Long Beach State will finish the last game of the Asics Tournament against 
California State University, Northridge on Saturday in the Walter Pyramid. 


some skills and polish them up because 
we have 10 practices left until the play- 
offs.” 

The 49ers are coming off a two-week 
break after earning the sweep over 
UC San Diego on April 4. CSUN will 
travel to Long Beach after losing back- 
to-back matches, including one on its 
senior night, against No. 6 Brigham 
Young in the Matadome. 

After not playing for the past few 
weeks, the 49ers were able to “give 
their legs a break,” Knipe said. He said 
his team is lucky enough to be able to 
have a whole week to prepare for Satur- 
day’s match. : 

“I think the most important. thing 
for us is that we're playing the game 
with a composure level balanced out 
with an effort level. that’s acceptable 
to play this Saturday and the following 
Saturday,” Knipe said. 


Saturday’s match will be the last one 


for the Matadors as they did not make 


it into the MPSF tournament. Knipe 
said since Northridge doesn’t have 
anything to lose in the match, he is not 
sure what to expect from them. 

“Because of the fact that it is [the 
Matadors’] final match, the one thing 
you don’t know is are they going to 
come out with a team that they've been 
playing the last few weeks, or are they 
going to come out and play some young 
guys. Or are they going to play their se- 
niors,” Knipe said. 

Gregory, who tied his career high in 
blocks in the 49ers’ win against North- 
ridgé on Feb. 13, said LBSU has cannot 
take any opponent likely regardless of 
how much they are struggling. 

“No matter where they are at in the 
standings, you want to treat it like a big 
match in any way you can, especially 
because they are rivals,” Gregory said. 

The 49ers host the Matadors inside 
the Walter Pyramid on Saturday night 
starting at 7 p.m. 


